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round a more luminous centre of figures adapted
from Michael Angelo. Partly in politeness,,
partly in curiosity, the committee on the window
did verily authorize Edmund Oldneld and me to
execute this design; and I having fortunately
the sense to admit Edmund's representations
that the style of Michael Angelo was not exactly
adapted to thirteenth century practice, in con-
struction of a vitrail, the central light was ar-
ranged by him on more modest lines ; and the
result proved on the whole satisfactory to the
congregation, who thereupon desired that the
five vertical lights might be filled in the same
manner. I had felt, however, through the
changes made on my Michael Angelesque cinque-
foil, that Mr. Oldfield's knowledge of Gothic
style, and gift in placing colour, were altogether
beyond mine; and prayed him to carry out the
rest of the window by himself. Which he did
with perfect success, attaining a delicate brill-
iancy purer than anything I had before seen in.
modern glass.

I should have .been more crushed by this re-
sult, had I not been already in the habit of feel-
ing worsted in everything I tried of original,
work; while since 1842, I was more and more
sure of my faculty of seeing the beauty and
meaning of the work of other minds. At this
time, I might assuredly have been led bypresenting an
